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NINGALOO MARINE PARK — CORAL MONITORING 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.21 pm]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house of the benefits derived from a long-term state government scientific initiative for both 
industry and the environment. For more than six years government scientists have been systematically 
monitoring the coral at Ningaloo Marine Park, gathering data and reporting it in such a way as to build an 
invaluable record of accumulated knowledge that is now of great use to all operating in this marine environment. 
This important work is being carried out by Department of Parks and Wildlife marine scientists who have, over 
the past three years, fostered a greater collaboration with the community and industry. Industry requires this 
record of coral condition for effective risk management and in order to prepare an effective oil spill response, 
should this unlikely event ever occur. The accumulated knowledge of Parks and Wildlife enables a thorough 
understanding of the condition of coral assets both spatially and through time, should an impact require targeted 
mitigation. Collaborations between Parks and Wildlife, industry and other institutions, such as the 
Australian Institute of Marine Science, have enabled the department to augment its monitoring program to the 
benefit of both industry and conservation management. 

The primary purpose of this monitoring is to ensure effective management of Western Australia’s iconic 
Ningaloo Marine Park by clearly understanding long-term trends in the condition of coral and the significance of 
pressures acting on it. We now have this science program delivering a benefit across several sectors, 
demonstrating the value of long-term monitoring in Western Australia’s marine parks and reserves. This also 
aligns with the government’s open data policy and is an example of how government data can be an accessible 
resource for another sector that will deliver ongoing benefits across sectors and to the broader community. 
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